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The Old Freedom God Bless and
Keep Itt

We congratulate Secretary Lansing
and all tha people of the United States
of America on the discovery that has
just been mado In the double locked
nrchlves of the Department of State.
With some little formality ami a
proper show of respect the original
parchment sheets of the Federal Con-

stitution of 17S7 were taken from the
place of where they have
reposed In darkness, tiiitouolied nnd
unseen for eighteen years, and were
Inspected officially with regard to
their continued Integrity.

It rejoices The Sun to be able this
morning to report that the Constitu-
tion Is all there. The Ink Is unfndcd.
The words can bo as easily read as

' when first wrltteu. The Constitution
Is Intact. Neither text nor white mar-
gin has been touched or Impaired by
the Inroads of revolutionary vermin.
The great charter of our liberties, the
great Instrument of organized and rep-

resentative government by law as dis-

tinguished from personal and auto-

cratic rule, the great safeguard of tin-- ,

tlonal Independence and prosperity,
lias suffered no Impairment during Its
long period of physical seclusion.

It Is all there the Constitution
which Gladstone once' appraised as
the greatest document ever struck off
by human Intelligence at a given time
for a given purpose.

Perhaps the only thing that could
ndd to the satisfaction with which
this newspaper receives this Informa-

tion from the Department of State
would be the assurance that before
recommitting the charter of the Old

rreedom to its air tight and light tight
place of denoslt for another eighteen
years Secretary Lansing had the wit
nnd public spirit to carry it across
the street to the White House and ex-

hibit it. in Its glorious entirety, to

the author of the "New Freedom,"
now there temporarily abiding.

Building the Itagdad Hallway From
the East.

A revival of the Bosporus and Per-

sian Gulf railway project Is announced
In the building of a road connecting
Bagdad with Basra. This was to
have been the easternmost link of the
great German Berlin to Bagdad
scheme, and the extension which was
to carry German Imperialism to the
Persian Gulf and to the gates of Brit-
ish Indian empire.

This link, however, In the orig-

inal German project was the part of
the road which it seemed would be

the last to be built. In the German
(scheme Kowelt and not Basra was to

be the eastern terminus of the road.
The fact that there were Indications
that the Germans were preparing to

make Kowelt eventually a naval base
caused a halt In the plans. A British
.company had a control of the naTlga
tlon of the Tigris and another British
feompany sent the products of Its Per-

sian oil fields to ports at the head of
the Gulf. Thus Great Britain was not
inclined to permit the building of a
railroad Into this region without
being assured she could have a master
control and that the road would not
be a menace to her Eastern posses-

sions. The war brought a solution
to these questions. The main line of

the road to Bagdad is completed only
to Nlsibin, 350 miles west of Bag-

dad, and the eastern extension wli.

Boon be in operation under British
control.

Under these new conditions Bagdad

is first linked up with the world not
from the west but from the east.
Tho British are endeavoring to
straighten out affairs In Mesopotamia,
over which they have continued to
exercise control since the war,
through an authority vested In o

administration. Although

the world has noted a lack of publicity
regarding what has nctually been
done In this region, there has been,
4&c administration declares, no Inten-

tion to work In ecrecv. Tho admin-

istration if not democratic Is, accord-

ing to Its own statement, "at least
democratically minded, and seeks the
consent of the gorerned "by a patient
explanation of all lfs acts."

In the line of its duties it has
pacified many of rno discontented

i

tribes and has restored tho tribal or-

ganizations disrupted by tho war and
placed them under control of their
chiefs. A scheme han been devised
which It Is hoped will' in course of
time produce a legislative assembly,
and an effort has been mado to dls
cover tho cholco of tho peoplo for a
ruler. According to tho returns the
chiefs have shown no deslro to bo
ruled by any of tho former Turkish
leaders and only a small number have
expressed n wish for an Arab as their
ruler. There has been, however, says

the .London Times, a demand for the
return of Sir Pebcy Cox, tho present
British Minister at Teheran, Persia,
who Is spoken of as "tho best known
ttnd most popular man of any raco or
creed In Mesopotamia."

Tho administration has already
brought a security to llfo and n de-

velopment of industries to Bagdad,
and it alms at tho completion of the
irrigation projects undertaken by Sir
William Wilixocks, The building of
the road to Basra as an outlet of the
products of tho Mcsopotamlan valley
nnd an Inlet for Western wares would

thus appear to be but a part of the
development of this nnclent region
under British Influences.

The most difficult parts of tho main
lino of the Bagdad railroad have been
finished; tho tunnel through the Tau
rus mountains was completed soon af
ter the beginning of the war and the
Jerablus bridge over the Euphratc"
was built In 1915. The Turks used

the rond during the war as far as
Nlslbln, and from there carried sup
plies to Bagdad by motor and cara
van. Th6 completion of this link of

350 miles' evidently awaits the final
settlement of the fato of Constantino
pie and the adjustment of national
Interest in tho Near East. But It is
as Important y as it was before
the war that tho completed Bagdad
--allway to fulfil Its great purpose as

a civilizing influence nnd as n link
between the East and West shall be
not n political but a commercial and
economical project.

The New President of France.

It will bo the view of the world out
side France that tile friends of Ci.e- -

menceau made a mistake in urging
him for the Presidency, particularly
under a system which does not ub-m-

the election to a popular vote.

The old Premier was already the most
picturesque, the most admired politi
cal figure In Christendom. He could
have gained nothing in history, It is
likely, by adding tho Presidency to
those laurels already gained as the
director of his country In the war.
He has been a strong man. and In that
verv strength, so valuable to France
nnd Indeed to civilization, ho perhaps
became politically weal:.

The newly elected President, Paul
Deschanel, while supported by forces
frenuentlv nntaconlstic to Clemen- -

ceau. 1ms been, like the Tiger, de
voted to France. Eight years ago,

when he was chosen for the third time
President of tho Chamber of Deputies,

it was expected that he might be
elected President of tho republic in
1013. His public career, and he has
been In politics for forty-fou- r of his
sixty-fou- r years, has been brilliant.

Unpaid Literary Debts of John n.
Watson, M. D.

Few figures in modern literature so

stir our sympathy stir It even to the
point where It becomes akin to ad-

miration as does the biographer of
Sherlock Holmes. No Job, outdid him
in patience, no Boswell ever suffered
more at the hands of his hero. Think
of going through life wondering open

mouthed at the intellectual feats of
the great detective, to have your "Mar-

vellous, Holmes!" met with an Invari-

able and Impatient retort of "Ele-

mentary, my dear Watson," or to have
your excellent and, ns you thought,
helpful suggestion that the murderer
must have been a large man to have
carried the body a quarter of a mile
on his back answered with "Exactly,
my dear Watson. Your reflection,
though profound, had already crossed
my mind."

Think too of what the good Dr.
Watson has suffered at the hands of
a hero who always picked out the
worst of weather to thrust a revolver
Into his hnnd and drag him out Into
the open country to crouch shivering
behind a hedgo for uncounted hours.
We admire Dr. Watson, but we do not
envy him; and yet wo are forced to
say that Dr. John H. Watson has not
done his duty at least not all of It.
He has killed Sherlock Holmes once

and brought him to life again ; he has
led him out to make "His Last Bow."

But there are still stories that the
good doctor knows nnd hasn't told,
stories which he himself admits that
he knows.

Could we make our own selection
from the long list Included In the pub
lished biographies of tho distinguished
detectlvo we should be much puzzled,
but probably our first demand would
be for tho full story of the "arrest of
Wilson, the notorious canary trainer,
which removed a plague spot from the
East End of London." Another good
story Is hinted at by Dr. Watson in the
same chapter of the Holmes biography
when he refers in a way most irri-

tating in Its cnsualness to Holmes's
"famous Investigation of tho sudden
death of Cardinal Tosca an Inquiry
which was carried out by the express
desire of his Holiness the Pope." Ap-

pealing, that, but eomehow wo prefer
the notorious canary trainer. Those
are but hints from one story, "The
Adventure of Black Peter." For a real
manifest of richness recall a para-

graph from "The Adventure of the
Golden rincc-Ncz- " In the same vol-

ume, "The Return of Sherlock
Holmes." Dr. Watson refers calmly
to "the three manuscript volumes
which contain our work for tho year
1894," and then goes on:

"I mo ray notes upon the repulsive

tory of the red leech and tha terrible
death of Crosby tho banker. Hero
alio I find an account of the Addle-to- n

tragedy and the singular con-

tents of the ancient British barrow.
The famous Smith-Mortim- succe-slo- n

case comes within this period;
10 does the tracking and arrest of
Huret, tho boulevard assassin an ex-

ploit which won for Holmes an auto-

graph letter of thanks from the Pres-
ident of France and the order of the
Legion of Honor."
There's an excellent start for a now

volume, and on reflection it might bo
that tho repulsive story of tho red
leech Is to be preferred to the report
or tno arrest or tho notorious cannry
trainer.

Away back In Iho early days of Dr,
Watson's struggles to Immortalize his
hero ho confessed to a supply of ma
terial which should never bo allowed
to remain hidden. Consider these cases
from "The Adventures of Sherlock
Holmes" : Tho Adventure of tho Para
dol Chamber; tho Amateur Mendicant
Society, which kept up a luxurI6us
club In a lower vault of a furniture
warehouse; tho Loss of tho British
Bark Sophy Anderson; the Singular
Adventures of tho Grlco Pattersons In

tho Island of Uffa; tho Camberwell
Poisoning Case. In the last named
case "Sherlock Holmes by winding
tho dend man's watch proved he'd
gone to bed two hours before." We
ought to know more about that, and
we feel a right to further knowledge
of "how the dreadful business of the
Abernethy family wns first brought to
my notice by the depth to which the
parsley had sunk Into tho butter upon
a hot day."

How many of Commissioner En- -

right's men would not benefit by In

structlons in what to deduce from
winding the dead man's watch and the
necessity of observing tbe penetration
of parsley Into butter? There is more
than mere amusement In this. Has Dr,

Watson the right to conceal from the
public "tho singular affair of tho Alu;
mlnum Crutch" or to fall to give us "a
full account of Itlcolettl of the club-

foot nnd his abominable wife"?
It Is possible that on the ground

of Irreparable wrong to the public
some remedy might be found in an
application to a court of equity some
thing like n mandamus coupled with a

subprr-n- n duces tecum that should make
Dr. Watson do his duty.

Our Presidents as Soldiers.
The opponents of military candl

dates for Presidential nominations
will say that this Republic of many
wars lias called only four professional
soldiers to the chair of the Chief Ex-

ecutive. The natural reply would be

that of tho twenty-seve- n men who
have been President sixteen have been
in the military service; and since the
present Republican party wns organ-

ized Its every successful Presidential
candidate except Mr. Taft has beeu
at some time in the military uniform
of nation or State.

Only two Presidents, Washington
nnd Monroe, were vetcrnns of the
Revolution. Jackson, ns a boy of 13,

rode with Colonel Davie on nn expe

dition In the Cnrollnas In 1770, nnd
while the experience may have lighted
the martial flame which blazed so

fiercely in him more than thirty years
later, ho was not a Revolutionary sol-

dier in the sense of having carried
arms. Monroe, who entered the army

at 18, fought as a Lieutenant at Har-

lem, White Plains and Trenton, and
as a Major at Brnndywlnc, German-tow- n

and Monmouth.
William Henry Harbison, the first

professional soldier after Washington
to be chosen President, Intended to be
a doctor, but ns In the case of Leon-

ard Wood fate made a soldier of him.
Tyler, who succeeded upon Harri
son's death, Is not remembered as a
military man, but he was one of the
volunteers for tho defence of Rich-

mond In 1813 and headed n company

of militia for a month. Buchanan
wns likewise enrolled for the defence
of Baltimore In 1814, and served
briefly as n dragoon.

In years of military life Zachary
Taylob outdid the other soldier Pres-

idents. Ho had forty years of con-

tinuous service, serving In tho war of
1812 as well as in the Mexican con-

flict which put him In the political
fore. There was more of the profes-

sional about him than about Wash-
ington or Harrison or Grant, though
ho approached neither the wonderful
strategy of Washington nor the depth
of Grant. But ho was n fighting
man: "I shall go to Fort Brown or
stay In my shoes 1"

Franklin Pierce's relations to mil-

itary life formed a strange contradic-
tion. In Bowdoln ho was so devoted
to tho study of things military that
his scholarship was neglected, but at
30, when ho was tho youngest man In

the United States Senate, ho passion-

ately denounced West Point, profes-

sional soldiers nnd standing armies;
yet when tho Mexican war camo he
enlisted at tho ago of 44 as a private
and, distinguishing himself for brav-

ery, nearly lost his life and at the
samo time utterly lost his poor opin-

ion of tho Military Academy.
Of the group of sir civil war vet-

erans who became President, Grant
was the only professional soldier. How
great n General James A. Garfield
would have been If he had had Military'
Academy training can bo .only con-

jectured; but Humphrey Marshall,
the West Pointer who was outgener-alle- d

by Garfield in tho eastern Ken-

tucky campaign, may have had a clear
opinion on tho subject. Surely Gar-

field, whoso earlier years were spent
In a variety of occupations, was In-

tended for it soldier's life.
Winchester wns n field of glory for

two men who became President.
Hayes, who had already distinguished
himself In the South Mountain cam-

paign, was tho dashing Colonel of a
company which took a battery in tho
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second battle of Winchester after n
hand to hand fight with tho Confed-

erate gunners. In tho samo fight
McKinley Hko Hayes a member of

tho Twcnty-thlr- d Ohfo was brovctcd
n Captain for his bravery, McKw-ley'- s

war record was of tho finest:
four years of constant eervice, with-

out absence from his regiment and
without asking for promotion. If any
man In the civil war won his majority
on sheer merit it was he.

Benjamin Harrison's war record,
whllo not so distinguished as that of
Garfield, or so sparkling ns those of
Hayes, McICinley nnd, Inter on,

Roosevelt, was admirable ; ho served
three years, his most importnnt ac-

tions being those in Goorglo, with
Sherman. His wns faithful, steady
service, like that of Chester A.

who was Inspector-genera- l of
the New York troops.
. Lincoln, whoso namo 'Is next to

Washington's In tho nation's heart,
had a war record as trivial as Wash-
ington's was magnificent: Captain
first, by election, and private after-
ward, by enlistment; but ho was ns
frank about that Black Hawk cam-

paign ns ho was in nil else. Tho mos-

quitoes did moro damage than the
Indians.

Ono Thing Remains Unchanged.
For most Americans drinking in

public ended Friday and the bottom
of the demijohn In the closet nt homo
Is In sight. A few have liquors suffi-

cient to last them the rest of their
clays ; n few will go abroad to wet
their whistles; but the overwhelming
majority of us are dry for keeps,

wo can't afford .money and time
to chase John Barleycorn across the
border and Vo shall not take tho trou-bi- o

to trail the bootlegger.
Thus cut off from an expensive lux-

ury, men ought to be counting up their
possible savings, getting ready to buy
good United States securities, thrift
stamps, savings certificates and similar
evidences of forchaniledncss. Some
of .them are doing Just this, but there
are many who aren't. Instead of count
ing the gains that might come to them
through John Barleycorn's elimi-

nation from their lives they are look-

ing eagerly around for some other
form of dissipation on which they may
lavish their earnings, something t)iat
may do them as much harm for their
money as possible, another enemy to
take the place of tho enemy who hns
now been put down, perhaps forever.

Amending the Constitution Is n sim-

ple thing, but who will show us how
to amend frail humanity?

Tho llttlo town of Xcnla, Ohio, has
undertaken "to do homage to Its noted
sons" by n series of banquets. The
plan. It Is explained, Is "to let the public
know how many prominent men Xenla
and Greeno county have given to the
world." Xenla Is fond of Its past
and dwells lovingly on Its early his-

tory, Its claim n tho birthplace of the
lato Whit-cla- Item is unquestioned,
but Its pretensions regarding some
other men on Its list of "noted sons"
aro not so evident. Indiana's right to
her former Senator, Thomas Tagoart,
must still prevail; the gentleman
merely made a stop In his career at
Xenla somewhere between Monaghan
county, Ireland, and French Lick. And
as regards William Dean Howeixs,
the very nerve of that town! When
Martin's Ferry finds out that Xenla
is trying to appropriate Its most fa
mous and distinguished son there will
be fur flying In the Buckeye State.

Senator Kenton's purpose to rig up
a scheme by law or resolution to com
pel nominees for tho Presidency to
announce thirty days before the No-

vember elections "the names of men
they will appoint to Cabinet positions
In case of election" will bo opposed by
all pro- - and candi-
dates. Tho rule would Insure a can
didate only ten votes, or twenty count- -

lng wives, and cost him tho ballots
of thousands of astonished gentlemen
and Indignant ladles.

Army Pay Overseas.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: In
a discussion about the pay of soldiers
duilng the war A says that the salary
of a private In the army was $30 a
month: that when he went overseas he
received 133, and that the additional $3

was a bonus. B says it was salary.
Which Is right? James Smith.

New York, January 17.

From Juno 1, 1917, and continuing
durini? the term of tho war tho pay of
privates the army entering grade-- was

fixed at $30 a month. For over-
seas service 10 per cent, extra pay was
given, making the amount $33.

Toiltlte Facti.
Thorn ta a aerlaus hortl of witsr

In Fetrornd.

Alva Agee Is ecr'etry of the New Jr- -

ity Department of Agriculture.

The averara dally- attendant of pupils
In the Canal Zona public achoola la 2,436.

The French Stats Railway la using de
mobilized war trained doga to guard goods
In tranalt.

In England the namea of towna are
painted on the roofs ot the railroad ata- -
tlona to guide airmen.

Approximately 400 veuela with a total ot
650.000 tonnage were launched on the
Clyde River during the past year, thla out-

put almost reaching the record of ahlp
construction on the Clyde.

.
A committee appointed by the British

Home Secretary has reported a recommen
dation that the 1 twenty-fou- r hour time
yatem be substituted for the preaent twelve

hour method 'of reckoning In tha United
Kingdom.

The Lass and the Architect,
do belter an architect la born without

a heart.
That In hta Ufa and In his plana Dan Cupid

haa no part.
H drawa the living room with wide arched

door:
Leaves aofa apaes exactly where
It'a In full view from every atalr;
With windows walla the whole first floor.
And doesn't leave one cose) noolr
Where lover's poas and pleading look
Are aacre'l even from the cook.
That airy, spacious, roof high hall I

A fond good-by- ? No chanca at all I

It all tha Joys ot proper privacy
Are now the spoils of desperate piracy,
Put all the blame on the neglect
Ot the modern, heartless architect

M. Ohwjdi IliimM.
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MR. MUNSEY'S PURCHASE OF
THE "NEW YORK HERALD."

Boston Interest in tho Destiny of

That Great Troporty.

Prom the Boston Herald, January 1,
Although Mr. Frank A, Muneey, the

owner of the New York Herald, has not
announced his programme In reference
to that newspaper, we assume that he
will consolidate It with This Bun, of
whloh he has been for some time the
owner. In acquiring that property you
will recall that he consolidated with It
his Neto York Pre, thereby giving Tub
Syw the Inestimable advantage of an
Associated Press franchise. His new
morning Journal, If our surmise Is cor-

rect, will thus represent the consolida-
tion of three great morning newspapers
of New York, Till Sun, the Herald and
the Press, all of great traditions and of
undoubted prestige. Mr. Munsey thus
becomes the successor of James Gordon
Bennett as well as of Charles A. Dana.

This consolidation accords with the
tendencies of the times. St. Louis, with
a census population larger than that of
Bostori, has only one morning newspa-
per. Early last month the JlepttbHc,
long the Democratlo newspaper of the
city, owned by David It. Francis, sold
out to the f. The great
cities of Cleveland, Detroit and Louis-

ville now havo each only one morning
newspaper. Chicago has, In the English
language, only two, tho Tribune and the
Hearst newspaper. People are not very

old who remember when Chicago had In
tho morning besides the Tribune, the
Aecottf, the Herald (afterward consoli-

dated In the Iccorrf.Zerald), tho rt,
the Chronicle nnd tho Inter Ocean,

A quarter of a century oeo the city of
Lowell had nine dnlly newspapers. It
now has two. Boston had more dally
newspnpers In 1840 than It has
It had more newspapers ten aim nve
years ago respectively than It has to-

day. The same tendency has been in
evidence In all the other large American
cities, where ono consolidation has fol-

lowed another In quick succession.
Buch chanses aro the outgrowth of

economic forces. It costs a great deal more
to brln out a newspaper than formerly.
One must have a very large circulation
or a considerable measure of the quality
appeal or better still a combination of
tho two In order to pay. Not only has
"newsprint" been advancing, but all
ports of operating costs, like composi-

tion and press work and deliveries, nave
been kiting In these recent years, with
the result that a relatively few publica-

tions can "stand the gaff." And this In
splto of the very hamUomo advertising
revenues which present day business
conditions have brought to the coffers ot
tho newspaper.

Wo congratulate Mr. Munsey upon hl.i
latest acquisition. He Is an alert and
Intrepid newspaper manager. He ha-

bitually foresees the future and lays his
foundations In consonance with Its re-

quirements.

Tho "Xcw York Herald's" Fine
Tradition".

From the Pittsburg (Pa.) Gatette-Time- :

Whatever becomes of the .Veto I'yrk
Herald under the Slunsey management

should the new owner decide to con
tinue the publication the Herald of
the Bennetts, father and son, will for
long be an Inspiring tradition to Amer-

ican' journalists. It is true that the
Herald passed Into the stage of tradi-
tion some years nso, though tho old
body llncered on tho stage.

The history of the .Veto Vorfc Herald
Is largely that of the development of
the Journalism which was born In the
brain of the elder James Gordon Ben-

nett. His vision was of a dally paper
that should print the news, something
which America had not had up to that
time, 1S35. In pursuing hlfy Idea and
developing his Ideal he km drawn Into
enterprises which must havo astonished
himself, but which in the end made for
the better journalism, the Independent
newspapers, which are among the most
valuable possessions of America
Tho younger Bennett Improved upon hbi
father's foundation: he abolished much
of the original grossness and introduced
a far higher order of enterprise In news
getting. Merit was rewarded with pros-

perity. Trospcrlty brought imitators.
The Bennetts set the stylo for news-

papers, but they by no means attained
to tho perfection In newspaper making
which distinguished some others who
modelled their enterprises on the orig-

inal Bennett Idea. Even before the sec-

ond Bennett died emulation and com-

petition had successfully bid for Herald
prestige. The Herald having been dis-

tinctively a Bennett conception and car-

ried along for the gratification of Ben-

nett, there was much wonderment with
respect to Its future when the Bennett
personality was removed. There will
be even more wonderment now that
another wholly unlike the Bennetts has
taken over the historic property.

The "nerald's" Past and Its Fntnrc.
From the Springfield (Mass.) Republican.

The fate of the New York Herald un-

der tho ownership of Frank A. Munsey
will be most Interesting. The first ques-

tion asked Is whether he will merge It
with his other New York morning news-

paper, The Sun. It would seem to be
a sensible solution to let The Evenino
Sun absorb lhe Telejrom, but the Her-
ald's history in the past eighty years
has been so interwoven with the his-

tory of New York and the United States
that Its virtual extinction would be
something of a shock even to people
who have not read It for many years.

The ups and downs of dally Journal-
ism In New York city have been so ex-

treme that the revival of the Herald,
under Just the right management. Is
by no means unthinkable. Its late
owner, James Gordon Bennett, did about
as much as an owner could to kill the
paper, and the fact that the Herald
survives him long enough to be traded
In the market affords some basis for
the belief that It has an independent
future If Mr. Munsey will make the
most of the opportunity. It Is possible,

however, that his view of New York
Journalism Is similar to hla view of
Boston Journalism when he retired from
the Boston field some years ago. On
selling the now extinct Journal he said
that Boston had too many newspapers.

The Skeletonized Schneider At-

tributed to Robert JloWade.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: In
regard to the dog Schneider In connec-
tion with Jefferson In "Itlp Van Win-

kle," Jefferson was an actor who "held
the mirror up to nature" and would
never present tho skeleton of a dog
hanglnj together from a tree for twenty
years. The one who introduced this
business was Itobert McWade.

Trot, January 17. Old Timer.

Comforting Thought.

Tha' Janitor haa left us.
The cook no mor la hers;

Bow (In that 18.0
Haa got ts stay year.

-- '5!?w . . .' u , aj

THINGS IN JAVA.

Monntnlns hy 'Uie Score, ricturcsque
Natives and Snip tho Harbor.

To tub Editor or Tjib Bun Sir: Tho

galaxy of immortals may fill all the
niches In the hall of fame, but I can
not let the opportunity pass to propose

tho name of a. man to whom Broadway
Is a name only and to whom It will no
doubt continue to be so.

In central Java the other day, at
Djokjakarta, I saw a barber shop the
presiding genius of which was J, Snip,
Such a man deserves recognition. Hence
my wanting to stand sponsor for him.

But In passing let me assure you
that all the interesting things in Java
nre not confined to the signs on barber
shops. It Is no doilbt true that to Die
average reader even of the shining SUN

the Island of Java Is a mere purple or
green spot on the map. But once let
him come here for a few weeks and ho
will have to admit that for scenery nnd
for rlchneas and for Interesting things
about a strango people it would be hard
to find a more fascinating eiu.

There are mountains by tho score,
many of them volcanic nnd still active.
They are set In the fertile plains, for tho
most part singly, so that all who run
may admlro their beauty. There arc
the plains that literally blossom as the
rose.

I used at one time to think that all
tho fine land on the face of the globe
was situated in tho northwest part of
Ohio. But now that I have seen the
sugar cane plantations near Soerabaya
and tho rice fields of the I'reanger lie
gency I must confess that there are
flno Holds In tho torrid zone on the
other fcldo of tho earth from Ohio.

Then of course there are the natives,

whoso contact with the Dutch seems
only to havo Improved them and who
for plcturesquencss can rlvat any of
the Eastern races. To see a dozen young
bucks out for a walk on Sunday or to
meet a troop of glrlB hero In Bulten- -

zoni, all dressed In bright colored sa-

rongs or skirts, both tho men nnd the
women, would make any American turn
around and stare. In fact, if tho girls
at homo knew of tho attractive native
made batik cotton cloth every female
of the species at homo would not rest
peacefully until she had a batik skirt.

If this letter ever comes to the at
tentlon of the business man who wants
to tako a long, peaceful Fca trip on the
living sapphire of the Pacific Ocean and
then spend a few weeks In a tropical
paradise where his creature comforts
can be very ably looked after send him
to Java, iteally there Is but ono fly In

the ointment. He cannot get The Sun
every morning nt tho breakfast table.

P. Jl. Wis wall.
Buite.vzoro, Java, November 26.

TRYING DICKENS AGAIN.

An Oldster Finds That Uio Old Grip
Isn't There.

To tub KniTOR of Tub Sun Rfr? Some
days ago a Sun correspondent asserted
with something like finality that only
old fogies read Dickens's novels
To some Dickens readers tho writer's
adverse criticism of tho author will ap-

pear only as mild misprision of the
Dickens fetish. One old fogy at least
who, forty years ago, when the fecund
British writer was probably more in the
limelight than Is any one of the novel
ists of saturated himself with
Dickens until his eyes smarted, and
could, until recent years, place the whole
cast of the author's marionettes Inn

the particular niche of the temple of
famo that the master of the show had
made for them, must confess that he
has to agree with tho dictum of the
Iconoclastic letter writer.

The Dickens novels are hard to re-

read. Several years ago an attempt
was mado by a party ot friends to be-

guile evenings by once more conning
them. To relieve the monotony of In-

tonation the rending of chapters was
assigned In rotation. "Barnaby Rudge"
was taken up. When It was finished It

was Generally conceded that tho read-

ing was more a task than a pleasure.
That the novel presents a series of vivid
pictures Is undeniable. Its caricature
like a bur to cheviot will fctlck In the
memory. Aside from the grotesque
figure that gives title to the story, the
marked son of a homicidal father, the
bewildering mob not the one of Prot-
estant rioters that sacked a portion of
London, burned houses and Jails, and
against which tho novelist portrays tbe
House of Commons shivering behind
locked doors of characters pass In col-

orful procession a bit Just a bit less
grotesque than the crazy boy In ragged
motley with the croaking raven perched
on his shoulder. Gabriel and Dolly
Varden, Sim Tappertlt, MIgss, Sir John
Chester, Wllletts of the Maypole, are
characters one does not soon forget.

Dickens's novels. If I may venture an
opinion that will probably run counter
to accepted critical dogma, lack cohe-

sion, are a bewilderment of grotesque
caricature. A supersensitive critic I
think it was the late Dr. Hall, once
rector of Trinity Church, Brooklyn
stamped his characters generally as vul-

gar. Probably that Is what contributed
to their popularity. Some of them are
certainly sordidly brutal, professedly
crlmlna), and the narrative of their ex-

ploits is like revamping the reports of
a man assigned by the editor of a
metropolitan dally to police court duty.
Witness Fagln and Bill Slkes. Oliver

Twist and .the trained gang of house-
breakers in whose company he is forced
by his preceptor in crime. Steerforth,
the seducer of little Emily : the scornful
Rosa Dartle, whose livid scar, made by

the handsome profligate slashing her
cheek with a knife, shows white on the
crimson flush ot hot blood, passionate
with love, that suffuses her skin when-

ever Steerforth comes Into her pres-

ence. Pecksniff and his gentle and sin-

cere foil, Tom Pinch, playing on the
church organ enraptured. Squeers and
Nicholas Nlckleby; Silas Wegg, Bunsby,
Mlcawber one a profound sea lawyer,
much like some modern Judges, and the
other an optimist whose honesty is that
of a present day Industrial "toller" with
a union card.

Dickens was a novelist with a pur
pose. His stories as "rattling" reading.
to use a present day phrase, are disap-
pointing. He was obliged to fill space
and he did It to the detriment of rapid
movement. Some of hla sonorous sen-

tences a modem writer would condense
Into a few pithy words, probably two
dissyllables. Ills tendency to elaborate
an Idea is what makes him hard read-
ing. He mixed purpose that was palpa-bl- e

with politics that y are obso-

lete. His sentiment hasn't the true
ring, his pathos Is bathos, and his flights

of rhetoric are often a purple patch on
a dun garment

Dickens, as your correspondent Inti-

mates, Is to-d- certainly lagging a
long way In the rear of the procession
of authors. Fintjlet Bacsett.

EuMiirr, K. J, January IT.

POEMS WORTH READING.

A Merchant of Masks,

Masks! Maskat Who will buy!
Here are masks In profusion,

All aorta and all colors, try
'Cm on before a conclusion,

Thla one, air? Wa call flm Tartuff , .
Why, I don't know, but the name sutta)

Ua was a poet you thlnkt Llk enough,
Wa traders In masks ar but bruts,

We talk proe and the Jtngl w love
Is a clink, money clink,

That'a Byron; he fastens above
For a highbrow, Shelley'a? I think

II sells badly, too quaint,
Too removed from the fashion, a link

Betwixt hero and saint,
But you chooas It. Oood, Off he goes

Wearing the mask of a pott
Over hla ugly noaet

All men ar fools and they show It
Under their masks I

Maskat Maakal
Players and painters and preachers,

Pretenders at all aorta of taska,
Including a number of teachers,

How they crowd up to be fitted!
la thla your choice, madam, this facet

All who have worn it admitted
It covers the'llnea that men trace

To a kind ot living called fast.
Too dear? It can't be for you,

For a semblance of something that's past
People must pay. It Is true

Character no one will buy:
Amiable facea too,

To sell them 'tis no ut to try.
Clever maaka aro beat sellers, more than

a few
Dunces aro eager for.

But the mask that would sell like hot
cakes,

That every one's an Intriguer tor
Ar the sort , . that nobody makes

These days. Maskat Maakal
Willis Sicsll.

Stretching the Dollar.
(A strictly, scientific disquisition.)

An economic expert In a tall and tatty
collar

Was lecturing the other night on "How to
atretch the dollar."

The dollar, though, aa I conceive, la Juat
ao much material- -It

overstretched 'twould thin out, lapsing
Into the ethereal,

("Ethereal," ne here employed, connotes
hnponderoslty

Which makes my point extremely clear
without undue verbosity.)

Another point though lack of apace com-
pels mo but to skim It

The stretching would be circumscribed by
Its elastic limit.

If In one'a effort that should be exceeded,
It would tear It,

And In the state ot feeling now, I'm sure
no one could bear It.

I think I've said enough to ahow that there
Is grave objection

To atretchlnn the poor tortured thing. If
not, thero'a thla reflection:

T!s time to stop discoursing now before
arousing mirth. It ,

ts plain, when you consider It, the dollar
Isn't north It.

Micricx Moists.

We Join Again the Youthful Throng.
Wo Join again the youthful throng.

To dance the hour away;
But few are here who know ua lona".

Old friends! Ah, where are they,
Tho merry friends we used to know,
Who danced here twenty years ago?

Tha music has a subtle charm,
Deauty and youth entrance;

When Mary taltes my offered arm,
We glide Into the dance,

And feelings that I thought had Bed
Arise llko spectres ot the dead.

For back and forth, around about,
The wraiths of old time frlenda

Seem flitting In a ghostly rout
A throng that sways and bends,

And glides along the polished door
Aa lightly aa In days ot yore.

Friends Jack and Harry nod near by;
Smile lovely Ann and Kate

Aa aweetly aa when hopes were high
And life was roseate.

O dead romance. Illusion sweet.
That went with youth'a light tripping feetl

Now walls the plaintive violin,
Sobs cello, sighs the flute,

fhrobs sadly the piano In,
As If for lips now mute.

And spirit hands ran o'er Ita keya
To sound such mournful notes aa these.

Ah, met How time and fervor slip!
The blood of youth's full velna.

That thrilled when dainty finger tip
Met mine to Strauss'a strains.

Now flow with cool and even beat,
Aa sluggish as my laggard feet.

Ah, well! Age, too, has Its reward!
Dear heart, thy faith and truth,

The loyal love and aorrow shared,
I would not yield to youth I

The brllilspt rays ot morning aun
By golden aunset la outdone.

The waltz ebbs slowly to an end.
It dies out soft and low;

Like dead leavea driven by the wind.
The phantom dancer go;

And 'mid th merry company
A loneliness cornea over me.

Scbinton, Pa. John P. Kmicr.

rp the Amaion.
From the Philadelphia Bullttln.

Up tha flowing Amaton, the boundleaa,
soundless Amaion,

Jungles wall the aides with verdure, par-
rots ahrlek and scream.

Fragrant, light and airy land, an elemental
rairy land

Days pass by unnoticed In a misty,
drowsy dream.

Up ftie placid Amazon, the floody, muddy
Amazon,

Creepers trail from tree to tree In wild
exotic life:

Now a monkey chattering In accents tar
from nattering,

Then a booming savag drum that tells
ot stress and strife.

Up the tranquil Amazon, th olden, golden
Amazon,

What a stage has Nature set for bold
Adventure' nlayal

Life la growing black again and I would
fain be back: again,

up the Amazon engulfed In
tropic haze!

RotiiT Lislib Billiu.
Oood Advice.

From the Kansas City Stir.
Don't be a aneerlng cynlo

And needleaaly give pain.
Or aoon you'll And your pathway

la turned to Lonesome Lane.
TENNTSON J, DiTT.

A Bachelor's Tlay Spell.

There's a cut little tlka coming in ev'ry
day,

Who saya to ma morning or night:
"Please. Mister Man. It I la good can I

play
We'a aojers what has a big fight?"

So. what can a fellow do, busy or not.
With such a brave laddie aa he.

But square for a battla right there on tha
spot

Between thla great hero and me?

Ills cheek they ar red aa tha rosea at
morn,

His eyea they are bright aa th atars.

lit beats m until all my powers are
shorn

But my htart alone carries the aeara.

I like him. I lov him. this brave lltt!
chap

Who tars on my library door.
And nhen I admit him he Jumps on my

lap
And cries: "We Is oJrs once more."

And when he departs, with a cut little
smile.

He says: 'Til come aoma other day."
seems waiting a very long

while
For a crusty old bachelor's play.

Uotitrs ErrnoDS Kmo.

The Sun Calendar
THE WEATHER.

For eastern New York Fair and con J

tlnued cold y and ! mod-

erate northwest winds. .
Tor New Jry Fair all""?

eold.r In interior; flr?a
continued cold; mbderate to strong nortn
weat wlnda,

For northtrn Nw England Fair to.
day, prcodd by mow In entral and
arn Main; fair and continue!
cojdj freih and atrong west winds on tli

For southern Nw England Fair and
coldr fair and con-

tinued cold; froth to atrong northweat
winds.

For weatern Nw York Cloudy and con-

tinued cold y and enow
flurries near tho lakaa; froth' northweat
winds,

WASmNOTON, Jan. 17,-- The dleturbanm
that waa over nnrthnatt Ohio Friday nllht
haa passed north ot the St. Lawrence Valley,
while tho one that was off the Virginia
Capes la central off the extreme
eattern Maine coaat, with a great increase In
tntentttjr, It wat attended by atrong wlnda
and gales off the New Engand coatt, East-por- t,

Me., reporting a velocity of alxty miles
an hour from the eatt. High pressure pre-
vails over the Interior of the country, except
in the.Itocky Mountain region and tho ex.
treme Northweat, where It 1 low.

There were enows from the Ohio Valley
northward and eastward and rains to tha
southward and there were snows In the
Northwest and raina In tho far Northwest,
Fair weather will prevail Sunday eatt of the
Mississippi River, except for local anowa on
the leeward shores of the great lakes and tu
northeast Now England. Monday enow la

Srobable in the lake region and the upper
and enow or rain In tho lower

Ohio Valley and weat Tennessee. In cast
Tonnessee, the east Gulf and Atlantic States
the weather will be fair Monday.

Observations at United States Weather
Bureau stations, taken at a P. II. yesterday,
scventy-lllt- meridian time:

llalnfall
Temperature. Bar. last 24

Stations. Hlgh.Low, ometer. hrs, Weather.
Abilene 72 44 MM ,01 Snow
Albany 23 0 23.E! .62 Clear
Atlantic City.., 33 S3 30.18 .16 Clear
Baltimore 20 29.S0 ,, Clear
Bismarck 10 -1- 0 30.(6 .. Clear
Boston .12 33 34.41) ,4t Clear
Buffalo 14 8 29.73 .43 Snow .
CharleKInn . Al nn ei 00 1. CI...
Chicago... 20 W Sd'.ti '.. Clear,

. minnau a so s.n .. uear
Cleveland It S n.W .60 Snow
Denver 60 29.74 .. Pt. Cldf
Detroit is 6 M.W .78 Cloudy
Oalveston 66 63 S0J1 .. Clear
Helena M 44 29.12 .22 Cloudy
Jacksonville..., 68 M 30.08 .61 Clear
Kansas City.,.. 94 24 30.83 .. Cloudy
Lot Angeles., . 88 62 34.01 ,. Clear
New Orleans... 68 63 SO.CO .. Clear
Oklahoma City 43 38 30.18 .. Clear
Philadelphia... 82 M.7S .04 Cloudy
Pittsburg 18 16 9.96 ,22 Snow
Port and. Me.,, 24 20 80.3 ,181 Cloudy
Portland, Ore.. 66 62 30.32 .01 Cloudy
Salt Lake City 60 36 80.42 .. Cloudy
San Antonio.., 73 48 30.18 ,, Clear
San Dleiro 76 M 30.03 .. Clear
San Francisco. 70 64 30.16 .. Clear

28 22 30.21 .. Pt. Cldy
Washington. ... 31 is 29.88 .. Clear

LOAL WEATHER nECOKDS.
8 A. SI. 8 P. M.

Barometer ,. 29.51 29.68'
Humidity 73 63
Wind direction N, N.W.
Wind velocity 14 28
Weather Snow .rt. Cloudy
Precipitation 23 .00

Tho temperature In thla city yesterday,
as recorded by the official thermometer,
Is shown In the annexed table:

8 A.M. ..20 IP. M...33 6 P.M. ..189AM. ..23 2 P.M. ..32 7 P.M. ..17
10 A.M. ..25 3 P.M. ..82 8 P.M. ..18
11 A. M...27 4 P.M. ..24 9 P.M. ..IT
12 M 28 6 P.M... IS 10 P.M... IT

1920. 1619. 1920. 1919.
9A.M.. ..23 37 6 P.M. ...18 44

12 M 28 40 9 P.M.... 17 48
3 P. M....33 , 45 15 Mid 17 41

Highest temperature, 32, at 3 P. M.
Lowest temperature, 16, at 1 A. M,
Average temperuiure. 24.
Average temperature, 24.

EVENTS TO-DA-

William Jennings Bryan, former Gov-
ernor Folk of Missouri, James W. Gerard
and Senator Owen will speak at a dinner
In honor of Mr. Bryan, auspices Society of
Arts and Sciences, Hotel Astor, 7 P. M,

American tommisaion on Irish Indtpen-denc- e,

drlvo for sale of Irish ItepubHo
bonds, reception and mass meeting, Lex-
ington Theatre, Lexington avenue nnd
Fitty-nr- street, 2 P. M.

"Practice ot Medieval Craftsmanship,"
lecture by Clement Heaton, Metropolitan
MLseum. of Art, 4 P. M.

Chrletadora House, speaker, discussion,
Community Night, Avenue B between
Ninth and Tenth streets, 7:30 P, M.

Gov. Albert E. Smith will speak and
Archbishop Patrick F. Hayes will open
bazaar and fair for continuation of wel-
fare work of Bronx Cathoilc Bfe Brothers
League, St. Joseph's School Hall. Tremont
avenue near Washington avenue. The
Bronx, 7:30 P. M.

"The Actor," lecture by Walter P. Eaton,
New York Drama League, Garrlck Theatre.
2:30 P. M.

Frea Organ Recital, W. A. Goldsworthy,
Washington Irving High School, Irving
place and Sixteenth street, 2:30 P. M.

Spanish Society "Sada y sua contornos,"
dance. Palm Garden Hall, Fifty-eight-

street between Lexington and Third ave-
nue, 8 P. M,

West Side V. M. C. A., 318 West Flftv.
seventh street: A. V. Batchelor of Anti-Salo-

League, "Can Prohibition Prohibit?"
3 P. M.; Dr. Frank Crane, address to
men's meeting on "Religion and Life," 4
P. M. : Roy I. Outhman, "The Church and
the City," 5:15 P. M.: Dr. Louis I. Welz-mille- r,

"Health and Happiness Constlra.
tlon," 6:15 P. M.; S. W. Graff lln, "Social
Principles of Jesus," 7 P. M. , social sing
and churchgolng talk, evening.

Justice Abram I. Elkus, Dr. Allen
Capt. Swinburne Hale and Mrs.

W. E. Wailing will discuss "The Present
Social and Industrial Unrest." Brooklyn
Civic Forum, Public School 84, Glenmor
and Stone avenues, Brooklyn, 8 P. M,

y Is Share With Others Day In
National Thrift Woek Campaign "to em-
phasize the relation of money to character
and the duty of sharing a part of one's
Income with others."

Toung Folks League, danc. Hotel Com-
modore, 2 P. M,

Seaman Horwlg Naval Post, AmericanLegion, ball, Knights of Pythias Hall,
110th street and Mott avenue, 8 P. M.

Army Band concert. Da Witt ClintonHigh School, evening.
Henry George School of Economics, open

forum, address by Capt. Charles A. Gold-
smith on "Remedial Legislation for Lease-hol- d

and Monthly Tenants," Morris High
School, 166th street and Boston road, S:13

Gregory Mason lecturer on Mexico inTemple Emanu-E- l, Fifth avenue and
Forty-thtr- d street. 8:15 P. M.

New Tork Urban League, annual meet-
ing, Mother A. M. E. ZIon Church, 161
West 136th street, addresses by WilliamPickens and Sophie Irene Loeb, 3 p. M.

Lecture by Everett Dean Martin on
"Theories of the Immortality of the Soul,"
Manhattan Trade School, Lexington ave-
nue and Twenty-secon- d street, 8:15 P, M.

Metropolitan Museum of Art, lecture,
"The Tale of a Tapestry," Anna C. Chan-
dler, 3 P. M.

Song Recital by Mme. Callaway-Joh-

Educational Alliance, 197 East Broadway.
8:15 P. M.

Institutional Synagogue, Grant Theatre,
It West 116th street, addreas by Murray
Hulbert. 10:45 A. M.

COPELAND TRAPS
MILK PROFITEER

Grocer Didn't Recognize
Health Commissioner.

A well dressed man with dark hair
and keen eyea walked Into a grocery
store "somewhere on tho lower East
Side" yesterday forenoon and Inquired
of the proprietor if he could secure a
paraffin container of milk.

"Certainly," replied the grocer. "Will
you have a pint or a quart?"

"I want a quart of milk, please," r-

plied the customer.
In a short time the customer recoived

the milk and tenderer! n "r,
The grocer returned a nickel and two pen.
nles In change. "Well will you tell mo
how It comes about that you charge IS
cents for this milk?" angrily shouted tho
customer. "If you don't llko my price
j ou don't have to take tho milk,"

the grocer.
Thereupon the customer disclosed him-

self as Dr. Hoyal S. Copeland, Health
rnmmtsaloner. He, trtnila tha ....

D 1 BUB
pend business for half an hour while ho
rem to me rear or ine store and had a
heart to heart talk wltlsi the man on
nrnfltcArin'r and falllnc- tn IIva
contract Commissioner Copeland said
ho had received many letters regarding
the grocer, who had been selling the
paraffined containers for IS cents when
the agreement provides that no store
among the 400 using them can charge
more than 1 cents.
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